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NATIONAL TRAILS DAY - SATURDAY, JUNE 6TH
Of course, you can WALK the Red Cedar State Trail for free any
time, but on National Trails Day, the Friends of the Red Cedar
Trail and Hoffman Hills invite you to BIKE FOR FREE! FISH FOR
FREE! Come to the Depot Visitors’ Center at the Trail on
Saturday, June 6th, from 10am to 2pm. (Rain date: June 7th.)
There will be free fishing, with tackle and instruction provided,
and prizes (!) throughout the event. Bicyclists can get a quick
FREE tune-up and safety check from “Simple Sports,” and Mayo’s
Wellness Program will conduct proper bike helmet fittings.
Free cookies and lemonade will be available for everyone all
during the event, and a lunch of pulled pork sandwiches & chips
will be available for sale. The DNR will have a tent set up with
activities and prizes for children and Trail information for adults.
At 10am, The Nature Center will make a presentation, and at
11am the Raptor Center from the University of Minnesota will
once again bring live eagles and other birds of prey, presenting
information about these amazing birds. Please do not bring dogs
to the Depot during this time, as this can upset the birds!
Bill Dingwall will talk about owls and supervise owl pellet
investigations.
Learn about geo-caching, with kits provided by the DNR, and
local instructors. Fun for all ages!
The Depot will be staffed by the Chamber of Commerce, and
ready to answer any questions about the area. Come see our new,
convenient service window! You’ll be able to pay your dues at our
Friends of the Red Cedar/Hoffman Hills table, and our NEW tee
shirts will be available for sale!
Join us to see what’s happening on the Trail!
The festivities end at 2:00pm, but everyone is encouraged to
walk, bike, and use the Red Cedar Trail and to enjoy the view out
at Hoffman Hills.

Trail Manager’s Report

Cal Kunkle

What a beautiful early spring we’ve had here for the last month. Well the good weather did get biking
season going early. Now that bike season is getting going the DNR has hired additional help for the
summer. You may meet Grace Forrest who is now our new part time Visitor Services Associate or Jake
Klug, our full-time summer Laborer along the trails. Please welcome them in their new positions.
This spring also gave us good weather for some volunteer projects. We had another successful oak
planting at Hoffman Hills with 100 trees planted. I took a look this week and leaves are starting to
develop on many of the oak trees. The Red Cedar Trail also got some attention from a couple of dozen
Menomonie middle school students who helped remove invasive species, picked up garbage, and
cleaned around the Depot. Thanks again to all the many volunteers and community organizations that
really have helped make our parks so wonderful to visit.
I hope you enjoy these beautiful spring days along the trails.

!

Oak tree planting at Hoffman Hills

2

President’s Report

Bill Kryshak

I hope your spring is going well and it is hard to believe that summer is right around the
corner. The Friends would like to thank you for your past support and hopefully the
newsletter will excite you to continue supporting the organization by not only being a
member but also by volunteering. We have been very active and I want to point out (brag a
bit) some of the things we have been a major part of over the past year.
Each year we help host and support National Trails Day in June and the Candlelight Ski in
January. If you have not attended these events you have to make them a priority. Last
November we held a meet and greet membership drive at the Dunn County Historical
Society. You will see that two new trail benches were installed on the Red Cedar Trail and
when you visit the Depot there is a new window installed that will allow our volunteers to
greet and help visitors immediately as they walk in. There was a major revision of the
Hoffman Hills trails map that will help skiers and hikers alike and of course we continue to
help groom the cross country ski trails to do our best to make them a destination for skiers
from all over. Our financial support along with the physical labor of many of our members in
partnership with other local organizations has allowed the oak savannah to continue to grow
and flourish at Hoffman Hills. The parking lot at the trailhead is being resurfaced and we
hope to add additional lighting to the parking lot before the summer is done. I know I forgot
a few but you get the idea.
I ask for your support in being a member and also in volunteering. You can see from the
above list that we do make a difference.
Happy summer and enjoy our wonderful resources.

Volunteering

Bill Kryshak

The FRCST is in need of many more volunteers whether it be to help at the Depot in the
summer selling passes and explaining the trail to visitors, being part of events like National
Trails Day or the Candlelight Ski, helping plant and maintain the tree projects at Hoffman
Hills or grooming the ski trails in the winter – trust me we have plenty of opportunities.
Usually we are talking a few hours per event and they all have a common component – fun.
This is an outdoor group that considers its office the Red Cedar Trail and Hoffman Hills which
is not a bad place to be on any day.
Per Wikipedia - Volunteering is intended to promote goodness or improve human quality of
life. There is no financial gain involved for the individual. Volunteering is also renowned for
skill development, socialization, and fun. Volunteering may have positive benefits for the
volunteer as well as for the person or community served.
This seems so simple and I think it sums it up well. I hope you will consider becoming a
volunteer for the Friends group in helping us make the Red Cedar Trail and Hoffman Hills
remain a destination place for all.
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Burr Oak Planting Involved Many Friends

John Wesolek

On May 1st the Friends organization, along with help from many others, planted
one hundred young burr oak trees at Hoffman Hills. A bus load of nearly 50 boys
and girls from the Menomonie Middle School as well as a contingent of Optimist
Club members arrived on a bright, cool, sunny morning to plant the trees in a
recently controlled-burn prairie area at Hoffman Hills. Planting of the trees,
which are indigenous to this area, are part of a continuing project to
reestablish burr oaks in the prairie areas of Hoffman Hills.
Shortly after the bus arrive with the eager MS student helpers, DNR Park
Ranger, Calvin Kunkle, gave a very informative walking presentation to all
regarding the historic vitality of the area and the need to restore the
indigenous oak trees. The students, as well as the attending adults, got a very
informative and educational overview on land conservation and the need to
preserve the wonderful beauty of the park for future generations. Calvin led
the group to the newly burned prairie area where holes were dug and stake
markers added to designate where the new trees were to be planted. Each of
the adults from the FRCST/HH and Optimist Club led a team of 4 to 6 students
to plant the trees while Calvin gave instructions on how to prune and plant
each tree. Singing and laughter filled the air as the trees went in the ground.
Toby Ellison’s team sang the Badger fight song as each tree was planted. My
crew, “team fun,” also did a study of critters (earth worms and spiders) in the
ground naming one worm after me! After the planting was finished, a group
photo was taken and John Taylor led the planting crew in singing “Hail to
Optimism.” Box and bag lunches were served in the overflow parking lot with
the Optimist Club providing the adult lunches and water.
Very special thanks to the Menomonie Middle School and Principal Stacy
Evenson, DNR Rep Calvin Kunkle, the Optimist Club and a very special thanks to
Don and Nola Schley who arranged for the drilling of the holes and has provided
financial support for the project.
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Treasurer’s Report

Nancy Flyen

By the end of April, our 2015 year to date membership collections totaled $625.00. In
January, we received $520.22 for 2014 sales from the Chamber. Since the beginning of
this year, we have collected $45 in t-shirt sales. Year to date, there have not been any
business memberships collected. As always, if business memberships are collected, the
money will be split evenly between the Red Cedar Trail and Hoffman Hills. The only other
revenue Hoffman Hills received for 2015 is a trail grooming donation in the amount of $75.
As of April 30, 2015 we have a general operating balance of $2939.26 and a Hoffman Hills
grooming balance of $3,983.77, with a total operating balance of $6923.03. This balance
includes minimal interest earned and memorial donations received from the family and
friends of Marian Hoffman in the amount of $775.
The Steward Grant, for Prairie Restoration at Hoffman Hills is now completed. The final
paperwork will be filled out this month and the final match from the State of $5,000 should
arrive shortly after the paperwork is reviewed and approved. The incoming $5,000 will be
used to support the 2014 Steward Grant. This grant is for the amount of $5,000 which will
be used for Depot remodeling and parking lot maintenance. This project is underway and
will be finished this summer. The 2014 Steward Grant is also a matching grant where the
FRIENDS will donate $2,500 and the DNR will match $2,500.
Lastly the Oak Savannah account, at the end of April, had a balance of $1175.74. We will
continue to use this money to support Hoffman Hills Oak Savannah. This month, Oak
Trees were purchased and planted and these monies will help support this purchase.

Webmaster Report

Joe Hagaman

Check out the Friends website for more information about two of Dunn County’s
favorite recreational areas. The website averages 200 to 300 unique visits per month
and our Facebook page has 111 “Likes”. Previous newsletters are also on the site and
a listing of all the new board members.
Friends website: redcedarhoffman.org
Friends Facebook Page: 145240825577437 (search Facebook with this number)
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Depot Renovations

The Depot will open again on Memorial Day for the season. Come on down and see
the changes: new reception window, new layout for the displays and a new brochure
for the trail.
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Other Summer Events

Joe Hagaman

North Star Bicycle Festival Back for its 5th year, this race has become a
classic and rider favorite. Finishing with several circuits inside the city, the
course will take in the challenging rural county roads outside the city that have
been a favorite with cyclists of the upper Midwest for years. The men’s road race
consists of 101 miles, marked by rolling hills and long climbs that are sure to
impact the standings for the entire North Star Grand Prix. Meanwhile, the women
will cover a 76 mile course that follows the same beginning and ending
roadways. http://www.northstarbicyclefestival.com
The Birds, Bugs and Blooms Bash is Chippewa Valley's first nature festival. Mark your
calendars for June 5 – 7, 2015. Enjoy keynote speakers both Friday and Saturday nights at UW
- Stout's Memorial Student Center in Menomonie. There will be many field trips to choose from
on both Saturday and Sunday. The field trips will be held throughout the Chippewa Valley and
cover topics such as bird-banding, wolf ecology, poisonous snakes of Wisconsin, kayaking,
wildflowers and nature photography. Besides the field trips there will also be many
opportunities to learn from other sessions and workshops. For a full list of keynote speakers,
session/workshops, and field trips, go to this website: http://www.birdsbugsblooms.com

Important Dues Reminder (for 2015)
The Friends of the Red Cedar State Trail & Hoffman Hills is a non-profit support
organization dedicated to enhancing the recreational and educational
opportunities by sponsoring, promoting and funding many activities as well as
participating in projects that help to maintain and improve the Red Cedar State
Trail and Hoffman Hills. The Friends group derives its funding from dues paid by
individuals and businesses, donations, grants and a percentage of trail pass
revenues. These funds provide resources for interpretive programs, volunteer
workdays and community events such as the Annual Candlelight Ski and
National Trails Day. As a reminder, dues can be paid by using the form on the
last page of this newsletter and mailing to the address indicated
The Friends of the Red Cedar State Trail & Hoffman Hills would like to thank all of
you who have volunteered in the past on various projects. Thank You.
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Friends of the
Red Cedar State Trail & Hoffman Hills
P.O. Box 628
Menomonie, WI 54751

Don’t forget to get your annual trail pass

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Friends of the Red Cedar State Trail & Hoffman Hills

Join Today!

Annual Memberships Include:

(or renew your membership)
Dues for 2015 (Jan. – Dec.)
Name ____________________________________________

● Membership Card
● Newsletters
● Information on Activities

Address __________________________________________
City _________________________ State ____ Zip _______

Make checks payable to:
Email Address _____________________________________ Friends of the Red Cedar State Trail
P.O. Box 628
Check One:
_ $15

Individual

_ $50

Small Business

_ $25

Family

_ $75

Medium Business

_ $50

Contributing

_ $150

Large Corporation

_ $75

Supporting

_ $150

Lifetime

Special Contribution to the CC Ski Grooming Fund ________

